
 

  Brian and Rob, 20 October 2025 

 

The Chairman’s Challenge, Sunday 19 October 2025
 
The Chairman’s Challenge, inaugurated in 1995, is 
the most unusual competition in the Club’s 
calendar. The playing format is a four-ball, better-
ball, Stableford competition. Two ‘foxes’ go out in 
front of the pack of ‘hounds’ to set a new par for 
the course which the following hounds chase.  
 
Thirty players signed-up to play but unfortunately 
one had to drop out at the last moment. The 
weather was excellent: a reasonable temperature,  
sunshine, and only a little wind later in the day 
 
This year the foxes were Rob Jansen, leading the 
Captain’s team, and Brian Taylor the Chairman’s 
team. Against the course par of 58 strokes, their 
better-ball scores set the ‘new’ par for the course, 
shown in the table, at 50 strokes. With the new 
par, the foxes Stableford score would be 36 by 
definition.  
 

 
 
The hounds followed, not knowing the new par 
until it was announced when they got back to 
ESCAPE to catch-up with the foxes. As usual there 
was the usual confusion in a very convivial 
atmosphere as the hounds calculated their new 
Stableford scores over various snacks, beer and 
wine.  
 
However this year the foxes could not escape the  
hounds, in part, as they were unable to make a 
single birdie between them! 
 
The results are shown in the table opposite. Our 
congratulations to Valerie and Alan who romped 
home with a magnificent 42 points, 6 points ahead 
of the foxes, the biggest margin in the last four 
years.  

 
Clare and Joe also overtook the foxes albeit by a 
single stroke. 
 

 
Captain’s team blue, chairman’s team red. 

 
The team competition was a close-run thing with 
a pair average score for the Chairman’s team of 
33.2 marginally eclipsing the Captain’s team with 
32.9. 
 

 
Rob, Alan, Valerie, Brian 


