The Chairman’s Challenge, Sunday 19 October 2025

The Chairman’s Challenge, inaugurated in 1995, is
the most unusual competition in the Club’s
calendar. The playing format is a four-ball, better-
ball, Stableford competition. Two ‘foxes’ go out in
front of the pack of ‘hounds’ to set a new par for
the course which the following hounds chase.

Thirty players signed-up to play but unfortunately
one had to drop out at the last moment. The
weather was excellent: a reasonable temperature,
sunshine, and only a little wind later in the day

This year the foxes were Rob Jansen, leading the
Captain’s team, and Brian Taylor the Chairman’s
team. Against the course par of 58 strokes, their
better-ball scores set the ‘new’ par for the course,
shown in the table, at 50 strokes. With the new
par, the foxes Stableford score would be 36 by
definition.

Hole 112 |3(4|5|6|7]|8]|9 |Out
Newpar| 3 |3 |4 |2 |2 (2|3 |3 |2]|24
Hole 10/11|12(13|14|15|16|17 |18 | In

Newpar| 3 |3 |32 (3 |3|4|3]|2]26

The hounds followed, not knowing the new par
until it was announced when they got back to
ESCAPE to catch-up with the foxes. As usual there
was the usual confusion in a very convivial
atmosphere as the hounds calculated their new
Stableford scores over various snacks, beer and
wine.

However this year the foxes could not escape the
hounds, in part, as they were unable to make a
single birdie between them!

The results are shown in the table opposite. Our
congratulations to Valerie and Alan who romped
home with a magnificent 42 points, 6 points ahead
of the foxes, the biggest margin in the last four
years.

Clare and Joe also overtook the foxes albeit by a

single stroke.

Alan Thirkettle Valerie Thirkettle-Kayser 42
Joseph Pereira Clare Bingham 37
Robert Jansen Brian Taylor 36
Carl Todd Raffaele Tosellini 36
Gijs Tan Wil Spangenberg 36
Garry Gould Beatrice Meile 35
Henk Doeswijk Geraldine Doeswijk-Kavanagh | 35
Sander Borst Willem Borst 34
Kjeld Hjortnaes Barteld de Jong 33
Graeme Mason Paul McNamara 31
Ton Remmen Mavis Remmen 31
Pieter Hillebrand |Reno Harboe-Sorensen 29
Hakan Svedhem  |Cornelia Svedhem 26
Mike Healy Anneke van den Eijkel 24
Geoffrey Beckwith 24

Captain’s team blue, chairman’s team red.

The team competition was a close-run thing with
a pair average score for the Chairman’s team of
33.2 marginally eclipsing the Captain’s team with

32.9.

Rob, Alan, Valerie, Brian »

Brian and Rob, 20 October 2025




